
On March 8, 2020 we will celebrate the anniversary of Bilfinger Tebodin managing industrial
projects for 75 years worldwide! To reflect on this special moment we will share highlights
from our history. We start a 20-week countdown today with the story of our founding. Have
fun reading!

Bilfinger Tebodin was founded
at the ending of the second
World Was as ‘TEBODIN’, an
abbreviation for N.V.
Nederlandsch Technisch
Bureau voor Ontwikkeling der
Industrie (in English: Dutch
Technical Agency for the
Development of Industries).
The name describes the
original objectives: to make an
active contribution to the
technical and economic
development of the post-war
Netherlands.

This is #1 of 20 stories that we've carefully selected from our history to share with you.
Find more on our website!

BILFINGER TEBODIN
www.tebodin.bilfinger.com

The first ‘Van Iterson’ tower was erected at the
Emma mine in the south of the Netherlands.

Van Iterson was educated as a mechanical engineer
at the Politechnic College in Delft, where he
subsequently became a lecturer. As a young
scientist, he drew attention to himself with articles in
domestic and international magazines. He was
generally referred to as ‘the professor’.
 
Between 1913 and 1941, Van Iterson was director
of the Dutch State Mines, which operated four
collieries around the town of Heerlen in the south of
the Netherlands. He became the driving force
behind the rapid development of Europe’s most
modern coal mining operation. With his
characteristic hands-on approach, he was closely in

involved in the design and construction of the
mines’ premises and town infrastructure.
 
Van Iterson has been called ‘a chemical
engineer before the discipline existed’ and he
always had an eye for important developments.
In the 1920s he traveled throughout Europe to
visit industrial installations. Back at the Dutch
State Mines, he became an advocate of
product diversification. By using coke oven gas
as raw material, the company became a
competitive producer of ammonia sulfate as a
soil fertilizer.
 
Artificial fertilizer was the first step in the
development of the Dutch State Mines into
DSM, today’s multinational life sciences
company. Van Iterson retired in 1942. Even
before his hometown, the Hague, was liberated
at the end of the Second World War, he made
the first moves toward establishing the the
engineering consulting firm that we now know
as Bilfinger Tebodin.
 
 

The company name TEBODIN is an abbreviation
for N.V. Nederlandsch Technisch Bureau voor
Ontwikkeling der Industrie (in English: Dutch
Technical Agency for the Development of
Industries). The name describes the original
objectives: to make an active contribution to
the technical and economic development of the
post-war Netherlands

https://www.tebodin.bilfinger.com/

