In #12 of our 20 publications we share the story of a project carried out for Sensus in 2008. Sensus wanted to
increase production at their factory in Roosendaal, the Netherlands. We carried out engineering and constructing
for the new installation with which Sensus gained a substantial increase in the production of inulin from chicory.
Read the article written in 2008 below!

Increasing inulin production for Sensus
Healthy fiber in demand
Sensus is part of the international food company Royal Cosun. By
adapting the existing factory in Roosendaal, the Netherlands, Tebodin is
engineering and constructing a new installation to gain substantial
increase in the production of inulin from chicory.
Chicory has been cultivated for a long time and even became known as a
coffee substitute. Root chicory naturally contains up to 17 percent inulins
and richer strains are being created. Inulins belong to a class of fibers
known as fructans and have interesting nutritional chracteristics. Ranging
from neutral to subtly sweet, they can be used to replace sugar, fat and
flour while containing only a fraction of their food energy. This healthy
fiber is in high demand in the food industry. Because of the high
international growth rates, shortage in production capacity is actually a
fact.
‘Sensus wants to increase production by extending the production
period’
Sensus is one of the world’s leading inulin producers. Demand is
expected to outrun supply this year, and Sensus wants to expand its
capacity. As explained by Sensus Project Manager Mr. Frans Franssen,
the possibilities are limited by the harvest season. It’s called ‘the
campaign’ and lasts just from September to December. The factory is not
in use during the other eight months. Sensus wants to increase
production by extending the production.’
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Semi finished product
The product in Roosendaal is a clear juice with a limited shelf life. Mr.
Franssen: ‘A pilot project resulted in an additional treatment,
producing a semi finished product which can be stored for much
longer. This will put the factory in operation from Semptember to April,
production substantially more kilotons of inulin next year’. In an EPCM
contract, Tebodin adapts parts of the existing factory and adds a new
production line.
Tebodin’s Project Manager Mr. René Delreu: ‘We were involved from
the conceptual study and the project go-ahead came in August 2007.
We are taking care of the engineering of all installations, the safety
management, the procurement and the construction supervision.
‘So far we are very satisfied with the work done by Tebodin’
We aim to be mechanically complete in July 2008, after which Sensus
will do the start-up and commissioning’ Mr. Franssen adds: ‘So far we
are very satisfied with the work done by Tebodin. This will be the first
full scale production, and it has to be fully operational in September’.

Today, Sensus is still one of our valued partners. In 2050 Sensus
wants to produce 100% CO2-neutral. In 2018 we investigated several
scenarios for Sensus to replace the burner of one of their towers in
Zwolle, the Netherlands. Click the link to read more about it in the
article from 2018! http://bit.ly/2uXG6ip
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