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Leading Indian food group 
chooses Rotterdam
Leading food company LT Foods dominates the premium rice market globally. In fact, it’s 
the largest rice specialist in the world. Recently, the company decided to conquer the 
European market. LT Foods chose Rotterdam as their European foothold.

‘We offer a wide range of premium rice 
and rice products’, says Project 
Manager Jim Engelhardt of LT Foods. 
‘Majority of our business is premium 
basmati rice market but we offer a 
range of value added products as well 
under various brand names such as 
Daawat, Devaaya, Royal, Ecolife. The 
decision to expand to Europe is part of 
our international growth strategy. At 
this moment, our Daawat rice is already 
available at some retailers, but our 
ambition is to expand our reach to 
every supermarket within Europe. That 
is why LT Foods looked for a home base 
in Europe to unlock the full potential of 
its brand.’

Excellent infrastructure

‘We chose for Rotterdam mainly 
because of the excellent location and 

infrastructure, and the port’s 
warehousing and logistics facilities’, 
Engelhardt continues. ‘At the Rotterdam 
Maasvlakte, facilities have been 
acquired to make rice milling possible. 
We are moving into three buildings: one 
for the milling installation, and two for 
warehousing. We needed a building 
permit and had an obligation to report 
our activities for environmental 
regulations. We looked for an authority 
in these issues and ended up at 
Tebodin. They did a good job and we 
asked them to offer some civil design 
work. LT Foods plans on starting 
production in May and being in full 
operation in summer.’

More Indian companies

‘We are very pleased with LT Foods 
setting up in Rotterdam’, says Business 

Mr. Lou Dost, Region Director West, the Netherlands, l.dost@tebodin.com, +31 50 520 95 66i

Manager Agri-Food René Hanssens of 
Rotterdam Partners, the promotion 
organization of the city of Rotterdam. 
Together with Port of Rotterdam and 
the Netherlands Foreign Investment 
Agency, they put a lot of effort in 
getting LT Foods to come to Rotterdam. 
‘We knew we had fierce competition 
from Belgium and Germany, so that 
makes it extra exciting they chose 
Rotterdam. We are looking forward to 
this strengthening of the Rotterdam 
food cluster and will give them a warm 
welcome. Especially because the 
company will create 70 to 100 new 
jobs in our region. As the Indian 
economy is rapidly emerging, I am 
convinced that more Indian companies 
will follow LT Food’s example and set 
up their European headquarters in our 
city.’    

Rob Glastra Fotografie

FEBRUARY 2017 


